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CAT LEGISLATION 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [9.14 am]: Today I wish to provide 
members of this house with an update on cat legislation. In response to calls from the community, this 
government made a commitment to investigate the introduction of legislation for the control of domestic cats. A 
consultation paper was released on 9 June 2010, and 590 submissions were received. Of these submissions, 52 
were from local governments, with 21 from metropolitan local governments and 31 from regional local 
governments; 33 were from organisations, including key stakeholders; and 502 were from members of the 
public, with 234 identifying themselves as cat owners and 131 as non–cat owners. There was overwhelming 
support for the introduction of legislation covering compulsory identification through microchipping, registration 
and sterilisation, the three key areas proposed for inclusion in the legislation. 

Ninety-five per cent of respondents supported microchipping as a form of identification. The key benefits are 
that it allows the reunion of cats with owners and enables councils to identify unowned cats for removal. Eighty-
seven per cent of respondents supported registration, including 95 per cent of cat owners and 96 per cent of non–
cat owners. The key benefits associated with registration are that payment of a registration fee to local 
government facilitates a user payment towards the cost of implementation of the act; and, coupled with a collar 
and tag, it allows identification of owned cats at a distance. The third key area is that of sterilisation, with 
92.5 per cent of respondents supporting it, including 91 per cent of cat owners and 92 per cent of non–cat 
owners. This should lead to a reduction in the number of unwanted cats born. It has been shown that desexed 
cats are less likely to cause a nuisance.  

I thank those 590 individuals and organisations that took the time to provide me with their views on cat 
legislation. The legislation to give effect to these changes is currently being drafted and, although 
implementation issues are still being addressed, I expect that the legislation will be introduced into Parliament 
early in 2011. 
 


